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My mother’s sister, Mildred, Mildred Friedman Doyle, met a young man in Sarasota when she 
came down here. He went by the name of Larry Doyle but his given name was Samuel Bernard.  !
Larry had come to Sarasota in an interesting way. He came from Baltimore and he had graduated 
from Poly High School.  !
Larry after he graduated worked for a road building company in Maryland. The company had a 
contract and Larry was called in one day. They said, “Larry, how would you like to go to Florida. 
We are bidding on a contract in a place called Sarasota, Florida. The company that is working on 
the railroad there is going bankrupt and the trust wants us to take that contract over and complete 
it. How would you like to go to Florida?”  !
Larry, being a young guy, thought that it would be a great adventure. Florida was quite a 
wilderness back then. He said, “Yes, I’d like to do that.” And so he said, “Well, you got to 
promise me two things.” Larry said, “Well, what’s that?” And he said, “You’ve got to interview 
with the bank and you’ve got to promise me that you are going to tell them that you are a couple 
years older than you are. The other thing you are going to have to do, promise me you will do, is 
you are going to tell them I’m paying you this much.” I know not the amount but it was 
considerable more than what he was making at the time.  !
He went for the interview and got the job. The preamble of this story is not very important until 
he gets down to Sarasota and this being about 1913–14, the war comes along and all the other 
young men that are working here volunteer to go into the army. And I believe that the age was 18 
at that time and Larry could not because he lied about his age and he wasn’t 18. So he couldn’t 
go marching off with all the other Sarasota boys. Which was hard for him because he didn’t want 
to tell them that he had lied about his age. As soon as he became 18, he went back to Baltimore 
and registered. But in the meantime, he and Mimi had fallen madly in love. Larry went off with 
all the young men promises, “I’ll be back.” !
After the war, Larry comes back to Baltimore and runs into a friend he had known in Sarasota on 
the streets of Baltimore. He was talking to him and he said, “Oh Larry, remember that girl you 
were interested in. If you are still interested in her, you better get down there quick because she 
is seeing somebody else.” 
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Larry thought about it and hopped the train and came back to Sarasota. He arrived on a Friday. I 
know not the date. He proposed to Mim. We called her Mimi, short for Mildred. He proposed to 
Mimi, she accepted and they decided that they would be married on Saturday.  !
Mother went rummaging around her closet and found a new dress that she had just bought, 
altered it for her. Ann Hall and Mrs. Hemingway scurried around and made all the goodies and 
the wedding cake. All the neighbors pitched in. And, Mim and Larry were married on Saturday.  !
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